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by prolactin in such animals as the golden topminnow, white-throated sparrow, and
golden hamster, and the effect of circadian rhythms on the increases.
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THE SCIENCE OF PHOTOBIOLOGY. Edited by Kendric C. Smith. New York and
London, Plenum Press, 1977. 430 pp. $35.00.
This concise textbook is written by an international group ofexperts in photobiol-
ogy. There are fifteen chapters dealing with a number of basic theoretical and
practical aspects of the subject including photochemistry, photomedicine, and
bioluminescence. It is unlikely that any individual will be equally interested in all.
The quality of the writing is good, however, and terms are clearly defined. There
are chapters that give the impression that they are derived from lectures and might
have been more successful in the verbal form.
The book is recommended as a useful resource for advanced and graduate students
in biology and for persons interested in research in this important field.
D. MARTIN CARTER
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GONORRHEA: EPIDEMIOLOGY AND PATHOGENESIS. Edited by F.A. Skinner, P.D.
Walker, and H. Smith. London, Academic Press, 1977. 255 pp. $21.50.
The incidence of gonorrhea increased rapidly in the industrial nations during the
1960s and early 1970s, and public health efforts were powerless to stop the epidemic.
This has led to increased research activity on gonorrhea, particularly to a search for a
rapid screening test and for an effective vaccine. Progress has been made, although
the vaccine and the screening test have proved elusive. This monograph is the
collected papers ofa symposium on gonorrhea research organized in November 1976,
for the European Microbiological Societies. As a review of the decade's intensified
laboratory research on gonorrhea, it is welcome and recommended. Its title, however,
is misleading, because there is very little said about the epidemiology of gonorrhea.
Most of the papers focus on the pathogenesis of the disease (considering such
issues as the mechanism ofbacterial attachment to mucosal cells, the role ofthe pili in
attachment and immunity, and the differential efficiency of phagocytosis by poly-
morphonuclear leucocytes and macrophages), or on the immunology and im-
munochemistry of gonorrhea. Some nice electron photomicrographs are given.
The book is a good technical review of the research issues and the state-of-the-art
in the areas mentioned above, but it is not an easy bookfor the neophyte. The editing
leaves something to be desired, because there is considerable repetition from paper to
paper, and some are poorly written. Also, the papers varyconsiderably in length and
value. The book's chief use will be as a compendium ofcurrent progress in gonorrhea
research for the microbiologist orimmunologist, and as a reference forclinicians with
a special interest in gonorrhea. It is recommended for institutional, but not personal,
libraries.
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